BRITISH  ADMINISTRATION
in which they were joined by the party of landless Sa'dun
hostile to the Government.1 An era of bitter strife ensued
between tribesmen and landlords, many of whom lived in the
towns, occasionally by choice but more often by necessity,
and between tribesmen and the Government. In some areas,
accessible to gunboats and troops, the tribesmen had begun to
pay these dues regularly2 until the weakening of the Govern-
ment hold, due to the Revolution of 1908 and later to the Italian
and Balkan wars. The tribes soon relapsed into their former
state of truculence, expelling their landlords and paying scant
attention to the Government.3 In other districts revenue had
not been paid by the tribes for years, as in the Hammar Lake
area,4 and in the Suq ash-Shuyukh region which had been free
of any government control for fifteen years or more.5 In still
others the Turkish writ did not run outside the towns.6
Thus, by the time that British Administrators appeared in
the tribal areas, the only attempt to settle the tribes had failed
for want of will and of means to execute it. Disputes over land
and water had embittered relations between tribesmen and
landlords on the one hand, and between tribesmen and the
Government on the other. The authority of the shaikhs, where
it had not been entirely destroyed by the Government, was
antagonistic to it. Government had for the most part broken
down, 'Iraq, in the words of one competent observer, which
though written with reference to the situation in 1900, may be
applied with equal force to that in 1914, was
1 Revenue Circular No. 15, p. 25; Admin. Report, Muntafiq, 1919, p. 2
2 Review of Civil Admin, of the Occupied Territories of al-'Iraq, 1914-1918
(Baghdad, 1918), p. 44 (hereafter Review C. Admin.  O.T, 1914-1918).
3 The disturbances eventually led the Turkish Government in 1911, to
appoint a Commission of Inquiry, which 'attributed the Muntafiq troubles to
the fact that the arable lands of the tribes are in the hands of a few powerful
shaikhs who oppress their fellow tribesmen and keep them at variance .. .
The proper remedy is a thorough partition of the lands'. Cited- Note on Sa'dun
Problem.
4 P.O. Reports, 1916-1917; Admin, Report Hammar Lake Area, p. 56
B Ibid., Admin. Report, Suq esh-Shuyukh, p. 39.
6 Arab of Mesopotamia (Basra, 1917). Hereafter this semi-official publication
by Miss G. L. Bell: Bell, Arab of Meso.
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